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Commodores Letter . . .

Az we lawached the Club's safety boat
Leander the other Sunday it struck ne how
guickiy the close seasan is going b4 and so
nuch maintznance still to da ar the Club.
Hith the Frostdite serigs UE‘II"Ig gailed
throughout November there are only a fou
nontha wuntil we start again on  Z7th Harch.
This period confains Christmas = 1 hope all
of our members had 3 good one - and New
Year uwhen some of ws had an ExcEllent
parkty &t rthe Club. This was shartly
fallowed by the Eoat Show and then the Hoo
Fregzer and it will nat be long hefore
Sailboat "BEB an 3th and &th March has us
all trekking to Crystal Palace.

E'er!'l'lg this fime Tl'lli"lgl have Seen happemng
4% *he Club. As you have already @ heard.
Leander is zfloat hau:'-!g Dean sarviced and

pamnted. thanks ta the Josum and his
hE!FEF51 a4 concrere ridd Has EFPEEIT‘E‘I:!
mld-wad down the track thanks ta  the hard

wark of Club members who gave up four days
2% weakands 1 December to build 1t. O
twa more pccasions @ gqroup of members has
gssenbled to move Club boats so that work
can be carried aut an them and others have
been at the Club  indwidually to carry out
sgrious tesks.

There are three more working parties
before fthe saasan starfs ang cannart
stress enaugh the mmgortance of making the
effort ta turn up so that the Club 13 well
prepared for IFEE.

Also a great deal of work goes ow  behind
the scemes at this time af the year.  with
the GSecretary preparing for the AGM and
Eh!ﬂl‘il'l"g renewdls. the Treasurer
preparing the annuasl accountss while fhe
Sailing Secretary compiles the sailing
pragrammg and the Duty List Secretary is
doing her best to get as much of The duty
st ll‘l"ll'bgl-ﬂ far Fubll-:'lflﬂ'a'l in this [s8ud.
The Membership Secretary has odeen
pracessing new applications and preparing
for Sailboat 'B8 whilst your Editor has
beev cempiling this journal.  Altogether
guite a let of people busily making
darrangeprents for the benefit of all of uss

_and enjoying if,

| shall logk forward to seeing many af you
at the AGM and [ wish all of you happy
sailing in [F8B.

H Crundewesll

Don't forget the HQII :

25th Tebruary 1988, 8pm
Jlasonic dall, Gravesend

T Eeor_ary; GHE
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Bits and Pleces . . .

All satlors Know that anything that can go
wrong will do  just fthat. so the  double
dinghy park application form on the back of
the notice of the AGM should  surprise
no=asn@d, Hith any luck this |ssu® contains
angther copy of the renewal and dinghy
park forms the way fhat they were meant to
Be. So if you have nat yet renewed, let me
have your form back as soon as you can.

Hhile we are on the subject of disasterss
the recent gales blew over many of the
dinghies that had been left at the Club with
their masts vp. Thanks are@ once again due
to those stalwarts who went along and put
boats back an trolleys once again,  Buts
sou may sayr did you not tell us in the las:
issue that winter parking meant taking your
mast down and tying down fo the trolleys not
ta  mention getfting permission from the
Dinghy Pari Secretary or me and paying £ 10
in advance? On lst January only ¢ boats
cut of 4@ pdd met these conditions. so will
those concerned please 4o something about
it

One pigce of, good news fa pass on is that
John Morris has sold mis GP fa the Club
for lge which is & very generous act an his
part for which ue are very grateful. The
boat will be wvery useful for training in
paricular, Jahn  is giving up regular
sdiling. though T am pleased ta say *hat he
wauld like to ¥eep hig comnection with the
Club.

RULE AMD BYE-LAH CHAMGES

Dinghy Park Fees
(Bye-Law 13}

This bye—lauw has been revised by the
General Committee ta take account of the
decision teo allau winter parking and wnow
reads as foliowsi—

"Except as follows. boars must be repoved
fram the dinghy park by the second Monday
in Decembar and ot returned before the
fellowng Lst March or before payment of
the avvwal dinghy park fees whichever 1s 1he

by : Brian Rernniae, Hon. Secretary

later. Betueen these dates boats may ke
stored in the dinghy park on swch conditions
as the General Cosamittee may from time fo
tine fix. Dinghy park spaces say nat be
sub-let",

Associate Membership
(Progposed Hew Rule 180

The last couple of years have seen the
retirgment from sailing of some staluarts
who have made sigmficant contributions to
the development of the Club. The Genersl
Committes would like to have 3 class of
pembarship somewhat .3k te Country
membership fo enable such people to Keep up
their connection with the Clud = there will
never be more thaw a handful. In order tn
do this ue propose that the forthcoming
AGH should consider the following new Rule
12(i)=

"Where a nembar af 1@ or more years
standing is retiring from reqular sailing
because af age or ill-health. that menber
may apply for Associate Mesbership uwhich
nay be granted at the discration of the
Beneral Committee an such terms as they
nay cetermime fron time to tima®,

Annwal Fees and Subscriptions
(Rule 11}

This rule change that the Gevneral Commiitee
would like to gut fo the AGM is largely a
piece of fidging vp, The changes distinguish

nenbership Fubgcrigltions  from entry and
dinghy park raes, In the proposed lithj)
we nave remowved the stipulation that new

entrants sust pas thewr subscripfion wikhin
ane nonth of entry. fo encourage people
Juining affer the end of the season to pay
their entry fee then rather than at the
tIE'EtI-'I-‘IJI'Ig 0T the wext seasgn., The prafased
Ll specifically recognis@s the late
Jodming TEe,

The pgroposed revised Rule 1l is 3s follows:-

“fap Annual fees and subscriptions shall be
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4% decided by the Geweral Cosmittees fram
fime to time. Subscriptions shall be payable

an election and subsequently on the 1st
January i each yewar. Entry fees shall be
peyable on welection prior fo  entry.

Minghies shall not be left on Club premises
githout the permission of the Dinghy Fark
secretary and the agpropgriate fee shall be
payable  in advance, Afrer ZLst July
candidates shall be elected at half the
annual subscription rate. HWhere dinghies
have nat been left in the dinghy park priar
to lst Awgust. any dinghy pard fee shall be
charged at kalf *the wormal rafe.

(B The slection of a2 candidate shall be
grovisianal and shall wot become effective
imtil  payment of the first sear’s
subscription, The candidate shall be
notified inmediately fallowing upan
grovisional election, Such motification
shall be accompanied by 4 copy of these
rules and paynent of his subscription shall
be acceptance by him of the terns thereof.

(d} Any member who has not paid  his
subscription by 3Slst January following the
date that it was due shall be requested to
pay the sane, Feilure to pay the
subscription by the following ZBth February
ghall exclude the member from the Club.
The General Committee may however at any
timg re-instate such a defaulting member,
if *hey consider such a course desirables an
paument of such fee as they may from fi=e
e Nime determing.,

DUTIES
Ahile we are on the subject of the Club's
rulzs and bye—-laws, the Geéneral Committes
would like me *a renind evergane that uwe

grg fafally dependent on  members daing the
sutigs that they are gqiven ar at the very
iraat thewr finding a substitute iF they
camnot make it. | am sure that ue ars all
-JFET‘E‘FLIJ t2 the ul'l‘l.!l"lﬂ !d:,‘ru'l-i.‘l‘lj wha turned
0 el sypposed fa. 3nd =uen
=or# &2 *'a those who filled the gqaps at
efart notice. Hut last year ue had a3 :.;r3¢

'HIH JEFS

with the probless: but same members dog oot
sern to have given a damn  about how
difficult they made things far him.

So let me remind everyone what it says in
the Handbook at page &. The obligation to
perfora dufies is mnade clear to  eveEry
memter gefore joinmng. Horover all
memgars are inwited on thewr renewal forns
to state which duti@s rhey grefer and when.
Sfince the Club s dependent far  its
pperations  an nenbers performing ther
guties., meabers  unabie to provide a
reasonable  explanation for falure fo
attend or to find a substtute may be asked
by the General Commiftes to resign  for
tailure to comply with bye-law la.

THE CONSERVANCY CHARGE

This seasaon the Hedway Porfs Authority is
mtroducing @ Conservancy charge on  all
boats using the Medway - even dinghies.
Heedless to say the Clugt's representatives
have arqued long and hard against our being
EﬁargEd and we have managed to nhave the
narmal charge of £15 reduced fo £5 for
dinghies under 322 metres. Every boat
will be reguired to display 3 sticker to show
that the aowner has gaid for (FEBS and we
gre told that there will be river patrals to
check up on us. HPA would have Liked us to
charge everyone [ our dinghy park and
provided them with the list of boats
sutomatically. Our preference is ta  have
gomeone ta whom saiflors can apply for a&
disk and fortunately John Luptonm  has
wlyntesred to do  this, W ars  =fill
neqotiating at the mament, but we should be
abie to tell you what has been agreed at
the AGM. What | can tell wouw ia rhat
neithar the Club war Jakw will B8 sancarwed
o aEvy  way  uith evifarcement of the
Consarvancy charge,

ETCETERA

I am pignming to 155U membership cards.
parking and dinghy gark stickers after the

HEger af defaultera aiid each ane of aGH. when | shall siso be apis ts ""'F‘F‘lﬂ i)
those gaps nmeant that songone else lost failing Programme. Thiz will have rhe duty
therr gay's sailing. Ron Ramsden did a  list for fhe first & ueeks amd will ze
*eslly 2004 job as Duty Secretary in dealing  followed up with 3 supplement dealing  with
mecruary 7eD Wilsonian Sailing Club Page 3




the rest of the year. In the
there will be a couple of chances for us
all to get together. The AGH will be an
Thyrsday 25th Fegrvary at B8.2@ pm at the
Masonic Halls Wrotham Road: Gravesend,

meanftima

Bmf[{ﬂﬂ Secretary . . .

19 boats took part in the 1987 Frostbite
the fleet being rather depleted owing to
damage caused by the gale in Jctaber, The
Eeries was very clese, with the final resuif
in  douwbt wp to the last race,
Unfortunately it vas foggy with no wind and
the race was cancelled at LZ.J@pm. The
final results for the series are as follows:

Ist Enf. L7174 Roger Frith 4. 75pts
Znd GF14 1ZT7EE Chris Harris 53 pts
Zrd Laper &1749 Gordon Belcher @, gts
4th Tasar TI71 Ray Fryatt 11. pts
2th Tasar Z131 Derek McAuley 11.75pts
&th Ent. Z@L7S Dave Vettergreen 1Z.73pts

TROFHIES

As most of you Know. | collected most of the
Club perpetual trophies for valuaton
before last wear's dinner danca. The
foilowing is a list of the remainder which |
would like to collect during early MWarch or
at the AGM, so [ can qet these valued
before the start of the season:

GF14 Pinep Cup ES Points
Easter Tup
Tuna Cup August Cup

Handicap & Fun Cup Autumn Poinfts
Femco Shaeld  Best Duerall

fll Classes Leigh Trophy
Lawing=-lp Cup

There are also sane trophies that agpear
ta have wvanished. Flease look on  your
shelves ang in your loft for the following:

Ex=Mirrar Traghies
Reflection Cup - silver cup and plinth
Hinim Trophy = word half model

Laser Musters Cup

[ you miss that [ shall look forward 1o
seming &8 many of you as possible At the
work party on Sunday ZBth Fabruary = come
and admire e new cancreEte frack! See
YJou then,

By : Dava Vettergrean
Sailing Secretary

If you have any of these or Hoow where they
are pledse contact the Sailing Secrefary.

A RUESTION OF AVERAGES

During @& recent committee nmeeting the
number of boats competing in Club racing
was discussed and the fullnuing dverage
'Fi.gurln were gqwen for the 1987 sgason:

GP 14 .33
Lasar 4.1@
Tasar el f
Miracie e
Enterprise .27
Handicas 'B™ 35.15
Handicap "A" 3.2B

Best class in Handicap "A"t Fireball .04
Best class in Handicap "B Streaker LBZ

The accepted Club minimum for & class te
apply to move put of the handicap fleet and
farm a class fleet 18 an average of 3.
This neans that all class fleets are below
thia pinimus and that the classes m the
handicap fleets have some vay to go before
they gqualify,

The figures look horrific! Where have all
the racing boats gone? s the Club  dying
on s feet?

Giving the matter some thought: some things
da not seem right. The dinghy park by mid
season laoks very full. [ think [ am right in
saying the membership holds up at around
the 22@ o 253 mari. 0On bop of this the
chAnging raone are  pacyed 3t the pre—race
period. [f the figures are looked at closely
they run from a below Treenng March
through a coal seamer to a chilly autumn,

February w00
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Mazimum tyrnoyts for each class [ook like

this:—

Laser

G? 14
Tasar
Hiracle
Enterprise
Handicap "3"
Handicap 'A°

A 4 0 O -0

=

Mow. if [ have added up correctlys fthe
dverage number of boats out on any  Sunday
uas J@.&2 with @ possable tatal of 5S4 1f all
the classes got their act  together on the
sane Sunday. MHow [ Rnow why The changing
rooms areg so full. S0 what is wrong?

Helly gquite simply the Clut has spread itself
too thinly. HWe have enaugh boats and

?r[&ﬂ@[fﬁﬂj} 5 L.

Before | get going | should explain that I
wae woted in as Fleet Captain at the
Handicap A Christmas do [mice sausage rolls
Fiona'l. Actuaily there was a rather lang
silence and 1 was valunteered as the least

likely to say na,

Firgtly ["d like to thavk BEryan Saunders
far his efforts as Fleet Captain over the
last cavple af years. [n addition ta his
narmal dufies he did 8 let of telephaning
and chivuying behind the scenes. Thanks

El"lm

Rell, I7E8 is now well vnder way and @w can
anly hope that there will be some wind left
far the rest of the year. Hopefully wowr
sd@ntenance or repmirs will be well onder
way by now although the rain does make if
difficult.

Although the latter malf of [9B7 uwas =&
drtle quiets we had sone good close racing
o the fieet and hope that with your help uwe
shall e apie to buiid on fthis far 1988H. In
adgition fo yours ftruly:s the Handicap & tean
incloces  lan Mchomnald as puplicity nan
and ganeral énthusiast. David Tozer as

crews but they are in foo many classes of
boats. My suggestion is to have just three
classes. Handicap A, Handicag 8 and Lasers.
If this had been the case in [FB7. the
avegrags fleets would have looked like fhis:-

Handicap "A" 14.5%
Handicap 8" &.27
Laser 746

with 3 possible maximym of

Handicap A" =7
Handicap "E” 18
Laser 2

ANy class averaging & boats or ouer could
gain class racing.

Comments to 3l.5 please.

By t Mike Upton

Fireball representatwe and Brian Hard as
Haufarer regresentativa. We shall bry Fa
ensure that Handicap & is the fleet to bae
in this year and if you have any probloms
we'll try to help,

Getting the numaber of boats on the water up
will Be aur first priority and. wWith fwg ar
thres additional Heyfarers and perhaps a
Fireball ar two extra this years e are well
an the way. [F anyone is looking for a crew
or @ helnsnan i the fleet this year. give
me a call an DARTFORD (@322) 2&1%1.

Finally» @ covple of wvenfs for sour Doerwy.
The dinghy show (Sailooat "88) is af Crystal
Falace again this yeary on fthe weekend of

sthssth March  and e#mghasis = an
boatspeed - meatl  and  drink be us
Handicappers. 4e shall be trying to have a
Handicep A representative on the HNillies

gtand af all fimes with the dessage "Fast is
Fun®, Hope to see you there,

Fhe {luo's AGA 15 on Thursday Z3th Fegruary
LI the niddle af Gravessnd, Vigry
canvgnient far a past AGH curry [T yau g-l*
TR ||

Sec—_.ar, 00
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Enterjyr{se ol

" Hith the |88 season fast approachings [ do
hope it will bring more of you down fo sail.
The sailing programme is a full aner fthe
Spring Points Series starts an Ird Aprils
sa with those of sou who are kKeens let’s
start the season well.

Buoyancy Tests

Sunday Sth Hay has been laid aside for a
buouancy test. all ather fleets requiring
oneg are now going te jein us.  This will
enable all Ents to be vp te date for the
following Sunday’s Enterprise Open meeting.
This is the first open in the Blue Jib
sdries, a good turn out from our home fleet
will give the visitara some mort of
competition.

Miracle Souvthern Areas

This year the Club 1s hesting the Southerw
Area Wiracle Chanpionship and gur fask is
ba run the open jointly with the Tasar fleat.
He are led to beligve that there will be in
ercess of forty boats. 5o we shall require
as many of you  as posaible. Let's be
erganised before the events not a scramble
at the last minvte.

Cruise. efe.

Qur cruise this year s agmin on ZBth
August: Bank Holiday weekewd. keather
permitting: we have @ day either cruising

H&wd{cmp ' L

A few words of encouragenent ®o sll those
Who: like myself, are v the middle of
fitting aur = Jd#eo going ' After alls whar
els@ L& fhere fo do this fime of the year”
¥Yes. [ Wnow fRere’s the Freerer tHis month
dnd we do need 3 volunteer to patch i the
doggy footprmts dewn the Club's new
concreta access ro0ad. AnYUAYs *his 18 the

By ¢ Rearn Ramsdean

gur Ents aor if enough of sou are
interesteds a day owt on one of the Thames
barges.

fomething different now. Last year a group

from the Club went gliding. which proved a
very enjoyable evening, 1 shall nake
arrangements again  this year that will

enable vs to have at least ane suening that
15 surtable for flying (weatherman are uwe
new? ! =Ed), Angone 1iterested. please let
me Know s00m.

The curry evening also provad popular and
we shall be srranging another.

Southport Marathon

Hhilst having & weekly drink amongst the
regular sailors of the fleet. a swggestion
te enter @ boat in the Southpart Harathon
wae conceiwed. Just to cutline progress so
far. we applied and have had our entry
accepted foar an Entergrise. the Club has
given it ok to & proposal that it must be
self financing. [ have asked thase taking
part to get themselves sponsored ta raise
money:, all the profit going ‘Elimnation aof
Leukaesla Fund® = ELF., Hany geople have
shown nterest and if you can support ws
please do try: Mare information and a
video of fthe ewent will be shows a8t aur
social esvening on 15th February  at my
nouse. Looking foruard to seeing as mamy
af you &8 possible.

By ¢ Jahn Parsons

iast time wou will have to read a load of

drivel from ng. as fram theE AGM 1 shall se
the #x-class cagtsn and [ want to thanl
yau all far your supgort n the pasts

Evnawing that sou will cowtingg the sepport
for gur new class captain Hendy Hard,

Haping to see you all at the AGM.

February 1958
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Tasar . . .

#ufumn Poinfs

lst Ray & Molly Fryatt

2nd  Dergk MchAulgy

=rd  Pavl Cussens

4th= John Bradley and Chris
4th= Ken §; Richard Crunduell
&th  Peter D*Coata and Jane
7th John & Juds Vinson

Special Tasar Dates
1'Sth May HSC Tamar Dpen

2&th  June We run Laser/Miracle Open
Joimtly with Ents [see Ent article — Ed)

2ist Aygust
Yacht Club

Tasar day cruise fo Shegpey

Miracle . . .

Although it seens only yesterday that the
1587 Frostbite Series finished. the start
of the 1983 season & only & feu waeks
dway. [ hope all your boats are ready for
the neu season. Apart fron the painting
#nd varmishing: don’'t forget +to check the
rigging and renew if necessary. for it's the
rigging fhat vsually [ets one down,

Southern Areds

This 4year the Miracle Southern Area
Championshipe are being hosted by Wilsonian
S0 on ZAFh Junes 20 keep this data free
and come along and sail - a qoad day's
sailing 15 guaranteed [provided the wind
Elowsl,

Ev 1 Derek MchAuley

Prize Eiu‘ln-i

Hapefully | will @rrange an fuening for us
somewhare central and shall adwse you by
telephone.

General

He lost a few members last yggar. =ut still
managed to average 3.5 boats per rece.
aecond anly to Fhe GF's. buf we wouic
banefi* from mor# support. Let’s make
88 an ACTIVE sear. Come an Pater
Sutheriand and &rthur Phillizgss where are
youT!

He take fthis nppnr‘ruﬂim ta cnngr:fulafi

John and Chris on the arrival of twin
Jo and Helen.

girls:

by 1 John Cassall

Cruise

The cruise is scheduied for Zlst July and.
nd dowbts swards and helnets will be isswed
on departures!

Fleet Captain

After mme years of Miracle saifing [ have
fow so0id my boat: so Patrick Hard will Ze
replacing me as fleet captain with  MNike
Broom ance again being vice captain. ['m
ayr@ Jou will all gwe Patrick the swpport
you have given ae in the past fwa years.
and =wen though | am now  Mrpacisss

shall still take a Keen iterear v the floet.

Boad sailing for 1988.

February 7B0
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Do Hﬂu Measure LLJJ I

H.5.C. Club Bye=Law No?
"Dinghy Fark spaces may be  allacated
gniy to boats which Rave apdeguate
ingurance covar ggaingt bhird party misks
and 3 VALID MEASUREMENT CERTIFICATE

Imternational Yacht Racing Rule 19.1

"Brary yacht ewntaring @ race shall hald
Fech  UALID MEASURENENT or  rating
CERTIFICATE ¢ reguired by #he pnational
authority or other duly autherised body:
by ker class rulzse by potice of race ar
regatid or by the salling instrections!

In Bath fhe above you require & valid
-measurenent certificate (@) to Keep your
dinghy in the park and (b) to take part in a3
race at the Club.

Failure to have a certificare nay in the
future: prevent you keeping your boat at
the Club and lay yourself open to protest by
the race commitfee or ather competitors.

0ff tﬁé Beaten Track .

A start vas nade on Sth December when 3@
memiers were at the Cluvb and the weather
was fine but cold. Geod progress vas nade
in getting levels correct and shuttering
ready for the lower section. Also that day
beth safety boats were Grought ashore,

On L2th Decenber the first af the concrete

arrived at 1@.3@am but difficulties were
encountered by fthe 14 a=embers when
unioading and transporting it down the

track and by the time the second lnad was
layed it was prachically dark. but the
weather had stayed dry although cold.

Mext day Il members turned up and the tap
S8cTign vas [evelled and shutrered ready
for peuring. The bottem sectian lacked good
i daylight and the ueather uas again dry,

!

It should be remenbered that a large
percantage of certificates are only valid
if the swner is a paid uvp menber of the
class association. This applies ta all
Internatianal and Hational Classes. alsc
Mirrorg and Miracles. Most of the
certificates are only valid if the searly
Sucyancy inspection/test 15 signed for by
the Class Ceptamn or Measurer (Sunday Bth
May has been specially sar— marked far
bwoyancy fests),

The General Committee is looking forward to
a8 great improvement in fthe  certificate
pasttian for the |F38 season with 4 view o
129 enforcement in 1787,

If wou have any problems with measuremant
your Llass Captain or the undersigned
(@&BT 34427 who is an RYR Measurer for

same classes. will give you  euery
degistance,

Tom 5ims — Rear Commodore
L

g0 to the last staqe on 1¥th December whea

agawn IT was dry and much milders in  fact a
really nice dey ands  aithough enly L2
mgmogrs turned up. everything went so well

that we completed in very qood Fime.

would have completed the
phusically

Angther I cu.m.
Job  b@tter. bBut 1t was oot
possible to uwnload and lay more than 12
tuam. day 85 the lorrigs had to lsave by
12.@@, Thos? of us who helped to build this
section ward uell satisfied with the job
they did and hope that the ather members
will be pleased with their afforts,

Altagether 33 members helped. 9 of whom
came fuwices 3 three fimes and | te &l
four, Thavke are due to the House
Comnittee nembers who fed us 3ll sa well on
all four accasions.

" February 158E
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Tm{nfna s

Changes ta RYA Training Syllabus

COUFS@sE
table

Here are the shanges to  the
starting lst Janegry [FE8. and a
summarising the ayllabus,

RYA NATIONAL DINGHY CERTIFICATE

Presentatiorn of the various couwrses will oe
madified, as ocutlined in the  accompansing
table. Course contents uill be very similar
ta wequivalent caurses in the pre-1988
Scheme, with the siception of a very brief,
very low key reference to racing in zach of
tha first three levels.

Start Sailing (Level 1) represents the

basis practicel techmigues faught i the
first two days of conventional WOSC
courses (before students go sele) and in
waaekend "tester" courses run by many
clubs and centres.

Basic 5kills, (Level 2) Dbwilds an those

first technigies to procuce someone capable
of sailing a dinghy m light wearher. Thus
the typical five-day beginners’ course
ghould lead to the award of the Laue]l 2
certificare. Inglvidual Principals will be
able t3 decide whather tfo guard the Levsl |
certificate as well.

Improving Techniques (Level 3) is the
direct equivalent of the old Seananshiz |
COLFSH, Az there arg no fundamental
changes to the syllabi of courses up to this
"levily 1o re~-fraining af existing RYa
Instructors is needed in the revision.

Racing Technigues (Level 4) (s the direct

By : Tom Sims

Advanced Skills (Level 5) is broadly the
ald Seamanship 2. sglit inte wnland and
coastal sections in  responae to demand.
The boat handling skills covered are conmen
te the Instructar Pre-Entry Assessment.
dtudents will not have to have completed

Level 4 before taking this course.
RACING — LEVELS L TD 3

In response to demand. the early levels all
have a wvery low Key reference fo racing.
but this will not require any re=training of
Instructors. Full details will be gvan 0
the logbooks and course handbooks. bur the
pghilosaphy is that:

Level I students will simply be tald that
ance they haue |earnt the basics. the best
way fo contmue sailing is by joining & club.
It should be pomted out that the majority
af dinghy clubs #n,ay racing in some of the
123+ dinghy classes. Students should be
encouraged nat to bwy wuntil they have
eecided where they will saily as this will

influence their choice af class for vice
versal.
Lesel 2 students wills tn additian o the

above, have a short practical intraduction
to  racing. The majarity of teaching
establishmarts already do this with a shart
mnfornal race at the end af an HDSC course.
all students need for this is an
explanation af fthe Fypical port=hang
trianguiar course and starting procedures,

Level 3 students will simply e introduced

equivalent of the old Racing | or Fed Badge fo the technigue of rounding marks, “Kids
courses taught by & FRace Trainer gr Racina  @pproach. narrow exit” suns it up neatly.
Instryctar. [ will 3@ made clear i G4/88

that students need not have conpleted

Level I before faking this course.
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The Dustbin Sea . . .

Marime casealties to 9l gr zhemcal fankers
#iuass make news. b@cavaw pollution of the
sea ang ¢f the coastline 15 visible and
arovaes Teelings of helpless anger. Hut
they are accidents. like the derallnent af
2 ftrain=lgad of fank wagqons. ar the
cverfurmng of a juggerndet lorry loaded
with some lethal chemical.

Likg Thelr land=baseg covntergarts, fthese
incidents shouwld @ aveided. oftan  couwld
be awosiced» Dut nevertheless they remain
accidents = uniike the quite delibarate use
which w@ make of fhe sea. to dispose of sur
very diverse rubbish.

In recent years, many enviranmental and
E‘Eﬂiﬂ'g_ll'.'ﬂl groups = the "Greens'. in
paopular parlance - have made great efforts
te auaken the world’s conscience ta  this
problem. But uhile ane can applaud these
efforts: are we really in @ position fo
concemn puslic corperations or government
agencigs for doing in big doses what
millions aof prwate individuals do in smsll
_ anes?

There are few, if any., cities or touns in
the world that uould these days claim to be
really clzan, even thase uhlch once prided
themselves on this. Country lanes and
beauty-spots suffer from litter: cigarette
packets or sweet wrappers. people throw
them out of their cars = and out of their
boats!

Iafortunarely. i our tachnical and
synthetic age. the nature of tha resulting
problem has changed. Far instance. in many
of the world’s most popular boating waters
= like England's Merfolk Broads - it iz as
longer permitted ta fit boats uwith ees
toilets which discharge auerbeard; one
carries one's domestic gewage i an
inbaard tank, unti! sueh times as it can ba
fischargen at a4 agecially  appainted shore
statinn.

Now thie s all wvery admirasle; nz-one.
after all, wants to go sailing: let  alone
Suimming. in an open sever. But | am gquite
gure@  that it etops no—one throwing

averbgard 1the water wysed to wash the
dishes. all srrovgly laced with chemical
de@t@rgents which prabably does more narn to
the lacal glant and animal Jife fhan the
nafural sevage ever did.

Tnis s not fo suggest that we have becone
d race of maritime litter [puts sumrnights
nen have always thrown things overboard.
from the coasting bargeman tossing 3 peniy
Ty the uater to buy a "capful of wnd": to
the Cape Horner throwing mis galley scraps
*o the albatross, But although the sea is a
big place. thare are now mare amateurs
gqoing afleat than there ever were
professionals. and - even more imparfant -
the natere of the refuse iteelf has
changed.

Pager and cardboard will qo soggy and rof;
ting  will eventually rust away: glass
Bottles will breaks will became gftractive
smooth pebbles and in the end wll return
tfo their pgre-natal sand. Mgt so with
plastic.

Halk the shorelings or land from your boat.
to share some lonely spit of sand uwith tha
gulls and where once you found only shells.
driffugod and sea—wracks wou will now find
the tide—line marked by a 'FF11'|gEI of plastiz
bags and polythene sgueezs bottles.

It can be argued that plastic food wrappers
PMEN'I no=ane. and that *he reagl da'n-gn:?-
comes from the large-scale demping af
industrial usste or  cast-off nuclgar
material: that the sea iz a big place; thar
it dogen’t matter anyuway... Or dogs it7
Cavn  we really expect big  industrial
wnderfakings to have higher standards of
maralify = ar cammon sense - than we
display [n sur gun pgrivate laes?

" ¢dee this seems to lagour the point: let
me 54y wnar srarted this frain of  thougnr.
i have a cousin who lives n Monte Carlos
that sminently civilised swrviver of agre
gracious times. <here the harSour is still
crowded by path  wvisiting yachts and <he
"sgmi-resident”. This cousin recently sent
me a cufting frem a local newspaper.

Feoruary 1988
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describing how & tuo-day aperation. with
divers, had recovered from that sSame
harbour ng less than 128 = yes. one

hurdred and ftwenty - sypermarket trolleys
which had been dumpged there ' Hot ail
avernight, of course; some of them had Geen
there long ewgugh to have shell= fish

attached to them. aithowgh whether. growing
would have peen

in that enviroaments *hey
fit to eats s debatable.

Club good{es -

Let ws by all means gress for stricter

cantrol of industrial pollution. but no  quant
international corporation dumped those
sugermariet ftraolless - we did. And i I8

timg that we stopped doing 1t.

(Article reproduced by Kind permission of
the Editers of JFERSCAPE + @ new nonthly
magazine on all aspects of maritime mattars.
A number of bDack-copes of SEASCAPE
are available in the Club lownga. = Edl

!

SHEAT SHIRTS = All Calours £B.5Q aculr
£ 7.2@ children

T=-SHIRTS - 41l Colaurs- £3.80 adult
I.23 children

Colowrs — MHawy. Maroon, Green, #ale Blus.

Red. Hhite, Yellow. Black
CLUE TIES = Mawy Blue £ 3.50

Lego

BURGEES - available at the bar £3.00

- Large or oreast logo

Order at the Club, or 'phone Harge on Q474ESS20T

T February FEE
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For your Soctal D{m,rH .

Sunday lst Way : Clubhousa &th Birthday.
ComE 4ng see The cake!

Saturday I18th Jume : Quiz
Light-hearted General Knouledge
Bated potatoes and salad supper.

Ev@ning.
Quiz.

Satvrday 2nd July : German Evening.
This is the weekend af the Rwer Festival.
an guvening of German food and music,

Saturday 23rd July ¢
Barbegque.

Meduay Regatta

Sunday 7th August : Family Funday. Fun
and ggmes for the Kids - jots of prizes!
Friends and relatives welcone, Fancy
dress.

ddverts . . .

FOR SALE

TOY with launching ftrofley. fully battened
mainsail and 2 creising mainsails €273

Hedway SI371&

L

Saturday 1@th September : Ruiz Evening.
FI&N ang chip supper.

Hallowsan
ior ')

October
Currye chilli  and

Jaturday 2Z9th
Bonfire FParty.
shepherd pgie sugper.

Saturday Ird December : Dinner Dance &
Prizeqiving. Gravesend Masomc Hall

Sunday 4th December : Children's Parts.
(details to be announced]

Eaturday Jist Decenber : Hew Year’s Ewe
Farty. American Supper.

HANTED

MIRROR DINGHY uith  launching
6.0 Jervis @I=-B30=1322 (evenings)

trallew.

HANTED

< childrens' wetsuits zyitable for agds
li=li years and 13-14 years. Gl Jeruis
QI-839@-1122 (evenings)

HILSOHIAN SAILING CLUR

Cammadora: K Crundusll

Vice Lommodore: B Jones

Rear Coamodore: T Sime  "Teket"™. Grasmere Road. Jrpington
Secrefary: B Rennie 237 Frindsbury Hills Strood
Traasurar: J Benham I Godfrey Close. Strosd

Editaors D R Tozer

Hain REoad, Hoo MEZ FHF

Dauas '."ﬂ-".‘lg-- Yars*hflaet Sreew, Southilget

49 Stangate foad, Knights Place. Strood

29 Huaggy HWaik. Blackhearh. London SET FET

Meduay 250318

Southfleet 222
Mecuay 7ITFIF3
Farnborough 544827
Meduay TL3SS&
Meduay TZ5@4&1
@1-832-3028
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